
Period 6: 1865-1898+

The Last West

The New South

The Gilded Age

➢Rise of Big Business/Industry

➢Immigration/Urbanization

➢Labor Unions emerge

➢Social Reformers/Writers



Westward Expansion

The Frontier – the “Last” West

defined

areas of settlement

post war – settlers begin 

moving west – homesteaders







Westward Expansion

Plains Indians – Sioux aka Lakota 

– dominant tribe

General Characteristics

1. Nomadic

2. Survival dependent on bison 

herds/buffalo



Westward Expansion

3. Unique horse riding abilities

4. No concept of private ownership 

of land

Contact with white migrants began 

around 1860



Westward Expansion

Changes for Plains People

Ft. Laramie Treaty 1851 – peace treaty 

with Sioux

Post-Civil War

1. U.S. Gov’t authorizes 

transcontinental RR construction

2. Leads to near extinction of bison

3. Hiring of buffalo hunters





Westward Expansion

4. demands and uses for buffalo –

on Plains, back east

5. 1860 – 15 million, 1900 – a few 

hundred

6. results in the complete 

destruction of Plains people’s way 

of life



Westward Expansion

Indian Wars 1862-1890

U.S. Cavalry – two purposes

1. Protect NAs

2. Assist RR companies

Over 200 recorded incidents



Westward Expansion

Sand Creek Massacre 1864

Treaty of 1868 – 2nd Ft. Laramie 

Treaty w/ Sioux

Black Hills granted to Sioux

temporary halt to conflicts







Westward Expansion

By 1876 – tribes starving, many young 

men dead

Battle of Little Big Horn – June 1876

Custer’s “Last Stand” (show video 

6:00-19:00)

all 200+ men killed by Sioux

last victory of a doomed people

Sitting Bull – takes Sioux to Canada





Westward Expansion

Reform Efforts/U.S. Response

1. Helen Hunt Jackson

A Century of Dishonor 1881

subject?





Westward Expansion

2. The Dawes Severalty Act 

1887

assimilation of NA cultures

“Americanization”

a) assumed old life no longer 

feasible



Westward Expansion

b) forced Plains tribes to adopt 

ways of the larger society

c) granted U.S. citizenship in 

exchange for renouncing tribal 

allegiance

d) land divided into “homesteads” 

– 160 acre units



Westward Expansion

Dawes Act did not consider

1. few NAs were farmers

2. much land not suitable for 

agriculture

3. concept of private ownership 

was foreign to Plains people



Westward Expansion

Results of Dawes Act

1. Land sales to whites who 

took advantage of NA situation

2. Exploitation of individuals 

with no tribe for guidance

(show video)



Video Quiz – on your own paper

1. What was Sitting Bull’s disturbing 

vision?

2. What was the Ghost Dance?

3. What was the purpose of the special 

shirts worn by the Lakota Sioux?

4. What happened to Sitting Bull?

5. Name the creek where the Lakota 

were taken by the U.S. military?



Westward Expansion

The Ghost Dance

religion developed by Plains 

Indians

Purpose – restore the days before 

whites and US Gov’t came west

Reflected NA fear, tension, 

vulnerability





Westward Expansion

Wounded Knee

Sioux return from Canada 1880s –

Sitting Bull

practiced the Ghost Dance

puts U.S. military on edge

1890 – Sioux massacred by U.S. 

cavalry (show video)





Westward Expansion

Economic Expansion in West

1. Homestead Act 1862 – 160 acres 

– white pop. incr. in west, also 

included thousands of “exodusters” 

– AAs from South post-Civil War

2. NA tensions with U.S. military 

hindered econ. expansion







Westward Expansion

3. expansion of RR industry – 1st

transcontinental RR completed 

1869 – Promontory Point, Utah

4. increased discoveries of gold 

and silver – Cal, Col, Ariz, Nev –

expanded the western pop.





Chinese workers

Why?



Promontory Pt. 

UTAH 1869

Central Pacific 

meets 

Union Pacific







1. Transportation of goods and settlers 

across the country

2. Lowers cost of shipping and 

production

3. Created national markets

4. The first “big business” model

5. Stimulated the growth of the steel 

industry and others (cattle, food)

Impact of the Railroad Industry



Westward Expansion

The Cattle Industry

1. Booms due to RRs – Chicago 

2. Cowboy life

3. Open range cattle driving – short 
lived, risky



Westward Expansion

4. End of Open Range

A. Joseph Glidden – dev of 

barbed wire

B. Blizzard of 1886-7

wiped out 80% of cattle





Westward Expansion

C. Joseph McCoy – holding 
pens for cattle – profits increase

D. Growth of “Cowtowns”

Abilene, Kansas





Westward Expansion

Effects

huge profits for cattle and RR 

companies 

continued increase in western 

settlement



The Forgotten People of the West



Farmer’s Crisis in the West

Homestead Act 1862

160 acres often not enough

constant demands for more land 

to be opened for settlement

Oklahoma Land Rush 1889

*closes the frontier







Farmer’s Crisis in the West

Problems for Western Farmers

w/ NAs – culture clashes, land

w/ cattle ranchers – fencing

w/ RRs – land, USG favoritism

w/ attitudes – “hayseeds”

w/ nature – examples











Farmer’s Crisis in the West

Overproduction

*great demand back east

*improved machinery

*increased 150% – staple crops

*1.6m acres 1870, 14m by 1900

*labor – 50 hrs/acre down to 10



Farmer’s Crisis in the West

New Problems Arise b/c of 

Overproduction

*lack of crop diversity – huge 

surpluses despite high demand

*storage/shipping fees

*high interest rates on loans

*high property taxes

**no national voice



Rise of Populism

Organizing - Politics

1. The Granger Movement

*Oliver Kelley 1867

*educational and social

*RR regulation by USG

*formation of cooperatives

declined by the 1880s



Rise of Populism

2. The Alliance Movement

regional farmers alliances began 

to form 1880s

better prices, reduced RR 

shipping costs, overhaul of US 

banking system – goals 



Rise of Populism

Northern Alliances – Repub, 

high tariffs, RR regulation

Southern Alliances – Democ, 

anti-tariff, banking reform



Rise of Populism

National Farmer’s Alliance

merged South and Southwest

excluded bankers, RR officers, blacks

Colored Farmer’s Alliance

Alliances totaled over 1 million by 

1888

Meeting held in Ocala 1890 – to unite







Rise of Populism

3. The Populist Movement

*formation of the People’s Party, 

Kansas – June 1890

Adopted the Ocala Demands as their 

platform

Platform – window to future!!

a) gov’t control of RRs, telephone, 

telegraph 



Rise of Populism

b) an 8 hour work day

c) immigration restriction (term?)

d) graduated income tax

e) direct election of senators

f) recall, referendum, secret ballot

g) free coinage of silver



Rise of Populism

Monetary Debate of the Day 

Gold Standard – supported by the 

wealthy, banks, industry, and USG

Silver Standard – more appeal to 

farmer, common man



Rise of Populism

Election of 1892

James Weaver – Populist 

candidate

over 1m popular votes

22 electoral votes





Rise of Populism

US Gov’t Solutions

*Morrill Land Grant Acts 1862, 

1890 – Agricultural Colleges

ex. Texas A&M

*Hatch Act 1887 – science applied 

to agriculture

But was this the solution?



Rise of Populism

Populist Leaders – Voices of Protest

Mary Elizabeth Lease

“raise less corn, more hell”

“Sockless” Jerry Simpson

Hamlin Garland – Main Traveled 

Roads

subject?



Rise of Populism

Panic of 1893

Overspeculation in RRs 

Overspeculation in new industries –

oil, steel

Lack of gov’t regulation

worst depression yet – high 

unemployment, inflation, labor strikes

farmers especially hurt



Conclusions

Election of 1896

William McKinley (R) – support 

in North and Midwest, cities, 

industrial centers

McKinley’s campaign – Marcus 

Hanna – manager – modern 

politics born











Conclusions

William Jennings Bryan (D)

took up Populist causes

support in parts of South and 

Plains

“Cross of Gold” speech

McKinley wins 271-176





Conclusions

Populism Ultimately Succeeded/Failed?

1. Solid South – Democratic – rise of 

demagogues – class and race agitation

2. National Democrats took over Populist 

issues

3. Increased farm prosperity

4. Ineffective regulation by the USG 

5. U.S. Constitution sees effects 1916-1920



Conclusions

Frederick Jackson Turner

The Significance of the Frontier in 

American History

America’s personality and character 

was built on constant expansion

where will the U.S. go now?



The New South

The New South

1. Progressive Policies

Henry W. Grady

Atlanta Constitution

Message to the south?



The New South

Industries Emerge in the New 
South

A. Steel

B. Lumber

C. Textile

D. Oil

E. Tobacco – James Duke



The Progressive Era 1900-1917



The New South

Emergence of Atlanta GA

Coca Cola – 1886

Nationwide by 1895



The Progressive Era 1900-1917



The New South

2. Regressive Tendencies

Post-Reconstruction

Rise of southern Democrats, 
Redeemers, KKK

Segregation becomes legal – why? 

Plessy v. Ferguson 1896

“separate but equal”



The New South

From black codes to Jim Crow 
laws

Examples?

Lasts until the 1960s





The New South – Black Leaders

Booker T. Washington

Background

Strategy for equality – Atlanta 
Compromise 1895

Economic equality 1st

Do menial jobs, learn skills 
through job training - education

Tuskegee Institute







The New South – Black Leaders

W.E.B. Dubois

Background

Sought full equality – econ, pol, 
social

Niagara Movement

Talented Tenth

NAACP







The New South – Black Leaders

Ida B. Wells

aka Ida Wells Barnett

Fought for the passage of anti-
lynching laws in the South







DBQ Notes

Lots of 2s/3s that should be 4s/5s

Must Haves

❖Context

❖Thesis

❖Describe three docs

❖Explain three docs – purpose, POV, etc

❖Outside Information - must be 

different than Context



DBQ Notes

Use of Docs

Document 3 says…..

Document 3 states….

Far too much quoting

Thesis – appropriateness – hit the 

readers over the head

I believe that…..

Booker, Ida



Rise of Populism

Declined by 1880

Unorganized

connected to politics – mistrust

cooperatives failed over time

RR regulation failed



The New South – Black Leaders

HW

1. What was W.E.B. Dubois’ strategy 
for equality for blacks in the early 20th

century? Why did he disagree with 
BTW’s strategy? What civil rights 
organization did Dubois found?

2. What does “Gilded Age” mean? 
Who first coined the phrase?



The New South – Black Leaders

Quiz – on your own paper – 5 min. 

1. What was W.E.B. Dubois’ strategy for 
equality for blacks in the early 20th century?

2. Why did he disagree with BTW’s 
strategy?

3. What civil rights organization did Dubois 
found?

4. What does “Gilded Age” mean? 

5. Who first coined the phrase?


